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October 9, 1925

Dear Doctor Merriam:

v P T am sending you, enclosad, the Raporst af the Committee
en Qrganic T o“u“ion with the Statement which ucﬂomnanled it., These.

rera presentsd direct to the Acadexy ab the business sessian on Anrll
uoy 1935_ end the foilowing action was takent '

provads  Thab ©

ne veport be considored confidential and‘reierfeﬁ

£5 Ehe Counecil of the Acadexy for acﬁion in case they are called
. upon Tor such a statement. . . o _1Adcptedo
woved: That the eommittee he contimed. . Ad0§ted.
..---—--u— AR A

Sincerely yours,

M;mﬂ?AELEBQGKWMQ
Dr. John O. Herpiam

Carnegie Institution o ' Assistant Secretary‘
Yashington : .



deny, under m@h this Committee was ereated, |

© “That the President be mm«ezrmw to ap?aim
ecommittee insluding a &in@lﬁ representative from
m&m Ssotion of the | to gonsider what publie
agtion, 1f any, is @Mmﬁ o for the National Academy
of "‘%aﬁwwa to telte In regerd to the orgenized ﬁmgﬁiﬁ&a
against the theory of or mﬁ,f# evolution, and to report
Cupon 1t at the next meeting.”

Kessrs, James R, Angell
YW Campbell
Henry Crew
gv g* 31;1—4‘,,
Gano Dunn
%ﬂ He 3&%3
&: J&g y&&
He Hs Feleh
Jﬁkm ¥e Clarke
- e Comnittes has recognized the fact that its first business
was to determine the a%iwxm of its majority toward the genersl proposi-
tion as to the advisabllity of any setion whatsoover on the par t of the
Academy. The discussion of this mattor, carried cut under the disadvantsge:
of rather large geographical magnitudes, naturally led to the exprossion
that the determination of even the preliminery point on whish a recommendse
tion was

expected by the Academy would invelve a prior notion as to the

These points have therefore heer

debated and ﬁiam&%ﬁ together, _
In the flvst interchange %f i;maghm it becsme guite m&mﬂz
1 the part of the majority of

that there was a degree of reluctance o




. the mertts of the mmg but te say fﬁm&h@r that ai’%w s won

24

more by those who ave intimately sssociated with educationsl sctivitiess
associations m more closely restricted
. %o their aammxfi@ work. Personally I may add that with my own lot
east close asmong m mnma a@f publie a&w&mm* X am made eware of
the 2 1 he
‘mm&im mgagm&a z.z; t&a 1@%&&1&%& of my éﬂ;&% s Wi% m&gzmm

  ‘  ﬁ% iﬁ; B

1@&* x i# @‘3’ h?‘ nen ‘i“"

@?&?,, not wmy wz;ﬁ#m aa Chairman ar mm Committes tﬁ wg&&

sd and f%ﬁiw &ﬁmma&m of the ahﬁ%}.a mbject the v |
sembers of the Committes on the question pres:nted to mmm taken
ssential majority W@a&’k to this degroe, namelys 1) the s--«»r.i-.;m%
may wisely ﬁazm a carefully fﬁmmma sction on this subjsoty 2) m:ta
a%im may with w@wﬁmy wﬁw ‘m& Porm of 2 brief but compreohensive
statement of the attitude of the . Aoads wggg 3) this statement should be
held in readiness for use &f a Wﬁ aoute exigency should m«i&e; &3
‘that %ﬁa conmi ttee ' 3o |




mitted to the Council with the report of the
Comnittee on Organic Evolutien.

SPATEME

It may never be possible for mankind to sscertain the
“anbire or amt truth mgarémg the procedures of Fature and the
-wmﬁ.srlying hwa of 1ife, but it is aertain that the éagrae of
appras.ah to this truth is a measure of our eivilizatim.

The kmwleé;ga of econtrolling and supreme law does not come
by some mspixa‘kién to the ignorant; no prominense of plaes in

community or state or church esn impart it. It must come and can

come only by long eantinmd research and through spseia&. and re~
fined aaquaiatms with the aa&pliea‘ka& fagtors which enter into
the causation of every natural Phenomenon.

By arduous affar'ks, little by little, some of the under-

1ying general laws of Nature have come within human knowledge and

to the asceptance of our uaéetafkammg, With the enlargement of
human knowledge and the passage of time these laws have become
clarified and their operation better understood. Beyond the con-
clusions reached through competent study of matural law by
cautious snd highly trained investigators, it is not possible
for anyone to go, execept as the searcher after the truth himself
: imshes further shead in his gquest.
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Yot each discovery of mmél law has aroused the
antagonism of the mamyraheing e@mmnnity and such groups
within it as are more eenteﬁt with mystery than knowledge. The
coneeption of the rotundity of the earth's figam dates back
two thousand years; very slowly it fought its way inte the con-
sciousness end understanding of menkind. Today probably ome-
half of the world's population still belleves that the earth is
' flat. The progress of what seems to us today so simple and
elementary a conception as this, has bsen repeated in the ease
of almost every great discovery of matural law. Ko intelligent
person believes that the sun, moon, plansts and stars move about
the earth as a center. I is in faet a part ‘of every education
te learn the struggles :with prepossession, tradition, ignorance
and faney ég&i’ﬂsﬁ whiei& this conception of the selar system and
of the universe has forced its way imto recognitienm.

, Thers has been no more magnifieent and f#r«maghiag
generalization of a natural law than that commonly known &8 the
doctrine of gvolution, which invelves, ammgm its other
elements, the m@m@itiw of the continuity of life and the
aaveia_@mem , through the ages, of living beings in structure
snd funetion. - The comosption is older than the Ghristian era;
1ittle by little it, too, has foreed its way into understanding
and acceptation by the educated members of every eivilized
gomnunity. The expression of i% ‘é.n‘general‘ terms is the resuld
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of the skilled mmﬁiigatmm of thousands of the most competent
students of iivg,ng nature. i There are none so competent as they
to formulate such an expression of natural truth. To refuse to
accept this law, to demy it, to openly lampeen it, is the ex-
pression of ignorance, inveluntary or unconfessed.

In the pursult of the truth lsading to the demonsiration
of natural law there is a very sertainm high voad; it is the

higkv road of Eduocatien. It is the ons rosd that opens to the

‘ageeptance of this magnificent gemeralization of organic evolu~

tion. The truth is sscred. To impugn amd deny it is to stultify

'Research and Educatien. At$empts to bloek the avenues of

Education through prejudice, intolersnee or intellesctusl
incompetensy, mensee the progress of humanily and eivilizatioem,







