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Selected Species in this Mountain Ecosystem

Meadow plants: Gorgeous wildflowers growing between forests below and
rocky mountaintops above. Provide food and habitat for many species.

Insect

Conifer: Grows in dense
forests at lower elevations;
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Vertebrates: Birds, mammals, and amphibians—can be herbivores,
predators, or omnivores; generalist or specialists.

Decomposer: Cleans
up after everyone else




Tahoma (Mt. Rainier), WA, USA (46.8523° N, 121.7603° W)
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Mountains are warming faster than lowlands. Climate change affects not only temperature, but also patterns of snowfall.

The plants and animals that live in this habitat are experiencing changes in the timing of snowmelt, in patterns of spring

and summer warmth, and in water availability. The effects are felt by individual organisms and can shift the relationships
between species that hold ecosystems together.




